Outbreak of Powdery Mildew on Common Sage in Argentina.
Common sage, Salvia officinalis L., is produced primarily in greenhouses for the culinary herb market in Argentina. Since 2003 during autumn and winter, powdery mildew symptoms have been repeatedly observed on potted common sage plants in commercial greenhouses located on the outskirts of Buenos Aires. The average disease incidence during this period was 85 to 90%. Circular, white, powdery patches developed on leaf surfaces and stems. Heavily infected leaves turned brown and died. Hyaline mycelium and nonlobed appressoria were observed. Conidiophores were simple with straight foot cells measuring 53.0 to 80.0 × 10.0 to 12.3 μm. Conidia were aseptate, hyaline, cylindrical to ovoid, measured 33.0 to 40.5 × 15.0 to 18.5 μm, did not contain fibrosine bodies, and were produced in chains. Cleistothecia were not observed. The pathogen was identified as Erysiphe cichoracearum DC (1). Pathogenicity was confirmed by gently pressing leaves displaying abundant sporulation onto the adaxial surface of healthy leaves. After 10 to 12 days, typical signs and symptoms of powdery mildew appeared on all inoculated plants. Pathogenicity tests were conducted in a greenhouse at 20 to 23°C and included 10 sage plants (five inoculated and five noninoculated). The experiment was performed twice, each time with the same result. Control plants did not show any signs or symptoms. E. cichoracearum DC was previously reported in the United States on Salvia sp. (2).To our knowledge, this is the first report of an outbreak of powdery mildew caused by E. cichoracearun on potted common sage plants produced in greenhouses in Argentina. References: (1) H. J. Boesewinkel. Rev. Mycol. Tome 41:493, 1977. (2) D. F. Farr et al. Fungi on Plants and Plant Products in the United States. The American Phytopathological Society, St. Paul, MN, 1989.